CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA              IOI

The Dedjazmatch was doing a whirlwind tour of the
Ogaden before Wehib Pasha arrived.

As he climbed out of his car the first thing that struck
me about Nasibu was his youth. Later in Harrar I noticed
that his hair was grey, though Mile. Hall told me that he
was only thirty-seven years old. He was tall and well built,
with a hard handsome face.

He was dressed like any white man who travels in the
tropics ; only with a good deal more elegance and care for
colour. A khaki silk shirt with a light mauve tinge to it,
rather darker shorts, stockings and rather light leather bush
shoes. The mauve in the make-up would have looked
effeminate on a European, but exactly suited a dark skin.
His topee carried in front the button of the Ethiopian state
official, coloured in concentric rings, red, yellow, green.
A silk handkerchief was neatly pinned round his neck against
the Ogaden sand, and he wore fawn gloves and carried a
riding switch.

For one who had been travelling day and night he looked
the picture of neatness. I felt as filthy as Baal-Zebel, the
God of Flies, when he invited me to take coffee with him.

Coffee cups with golden rims were brought out of one
lorry, a kettle out of another, whisky and glasses out of a
third. In five minutes we were drinking and talking in
the shade of a tree.

"I am a pessimist,"said Nasibu. "What has the League
done ? Why have you stopped us buying arms ? Do you
want to destroy the influence of the Emperor by proving
to his chiefs that the League has no value ? "

" And how can we hold out against gas ? "

It was the first time that an Ethiopian had mentioned
gas to me. " How do you know that they will use it ? "
I asked.

" We know that they have gas in Somaliland at this very
moment," Nasibu answered. Then with his switch he
traced in the sand the whole of the plan concerted between
him and Afewerk for the defence of the Ogaden. The out-
post at Tafere Katama, to be overwhelmed. Gorahai,
with its sentinel post at Gerlogubi, to hold out and if possible
to drive back the enemy. Bulale to guard the thick bush
road from Ado and the so-called " neutral zone." Gabridi-
hari for the defenders of Gorahai to fall back upon if the